
double ground breaking marks beginning 
community integration for people with developmental 

disabilities in barberton  and cuyahoga falls

In fulfilling their promises of the current levy plan, the County of Summit Developmental Disabilities Board (Summit DD 
Board) continues to expand to meet the needs of Summit County’s residents  with disabilities.  The Summit DD Board broke 
ground at two locations in Barberton and Cuyahoga Falls to mark the beginning of construction of community integrated 
service centers.  Each of these service centers will be a place where eligible people with disabilities and their families will 
go to receive work supports, habilitation programs, and to meet with their service and support administrators.  The two 
facilities will also have Gift Gallery retail stores that sell products made by Weaver artisans with disabilities in downtown 
Akron.  Construction will take place throughout 2009, with an expected opening date in early 2010.  Each community ser-
vice center will employ as many as 75 people with disabilities and 15 Summit DD Board staff.  The centers will be located at 
501 West Hopocan in Barberton and 2355 Second Street in Cuyahoga Falls.

Continued to page 3
cUYAHOGA fALLS gROUND bREAKING (ABOVE):  john Callaway, Tallmadge Center; Thomas Armstrong, Summit DD Board Superinten-
dent; Russ Pry, Summit County Executive; William Ginter, Summit DD Board Board President, Karen Peiser; Nancy Peiser ; and the “Hard Hat 
Crew”:  John Kessler, David Goldie and Nick Carollo 
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“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any 
other name would smell as sweet.” 

-William Shakespeare 

State Law Changes 
Name of Summit MRDD

On July 7, 2009 Governor Strickland signed into law a change in the name of County 
Boards of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (MRDD) and the Ohio De-
partment of MRDD.  The new name will delete reference to the term “mental retardation” 
so the Summit MRDD, will now be known as the “County of Summit Developmental Dis-
abilities Board”.

We will begin use of this name immediately, yet we recognize that there will be a transi-
tion period with continued use of certain forms or materials that are already printed.  The 
Summit DD Board plans to be frugal in the use of taxpayer funds by continuing to use all 
supplies and forms that contain the old name and change the logo or agency name when 
the supplies are replenished.  The decision to renovate signs and other permanent repre-
sentations of the name or service mark will be made on a case-by-case basis.  

With this change, the Summit DD Board has established a new logo, shown next to this 
article.  It is important for everyone to understand that this law only changes the name of 
the agency.  This does not change who we serve and the services we provide.  Eligibility 
for services has not changed.  We are the same agency but simply have a new name, as 
required by law.

We recognize that many passionate views have been expressed regarding this possible 
name change.  The following is an excerpt from a Letter to the Editor, published by the 
Columbus Dispatch on Tuesday July 14.  A portion of the letter, written by Franklin County 
Superintendent Jedd Morrison, is being republished here because of the eloquent way in 
which it summarizes the attitudes that have driven the effort to change the name of Ohio’s 
MRDD agencies.

“Let attitudes toward disability change.

Is it politically correct to use the term mental retardation now that the General 
Assembly has changed the name of County Boards of Mental Retardation and Devel-
opmental Disabilities to Boards of Developmental Disabilities? 

The short answer is yes, but let’s hope that the use of terms such as retard disappears 
from our language. More important, let’s hope that attitudes continue to shift, whereby 
we consider the person first rather than the disability and whereby we recognize that 
all people have value and can contribute in meaningful ways to our communities.

The term mental retardation is a medical diagnosis. It means simply that a person 
does not learn at the same pace as most others. Is it more acceptable to say intellectu-
al disability or mentally challenged or any number of other terms used over the years? 
If the term mental retardation is used to describe a person’s ability so that appropriate 
support is received, then it is acceptable to use it. If the term is used to denigrate a 
person, it is not acceptable.

Boards of Developmental Disabilities provide services to many people who have 
diverse needs. While most have mental retardation, some have other disabilities, in-
cluding cerebral palsy, brain injury, autism and Down syndrome. A developmental 
disability is defined as a disability that originates in the childhood years, is expected 
to last indefinitely and results in substantial limitations in multiple areas such as learn-
ing, speech and mobility. For many, the cause of the disability is unknown.”

Kevin McGee, Public and Community Relations Director
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WHAT’S HAPPENING CONTINUED

September 11, 2009
Coventry Center Summer Picnic

Loyal Oak Lake Park, Norton
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

September 11, 2009
Tallmadge Center

Employee Council Meeting
Tallmadge Center

1:30 p.m.

September 12, 2009
Yankee Peddler Festival

Gift Gallery Products Available
Clays Park, Canal Fulton

9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

September 12, 2009
Community Employment Recreation

Amish Country Tour
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

330-634-8185

September 13, 2009
Yankee Peddler Festival

Gift Gallery Products Available
Clays Park, Canal Fulton

9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

September 15, 2009
Akron Center

Employee Council Meeting
Akron Center

1:00 p.m.

September 15, 2009
Akron Center

Employee Management Meeting
Akron Center

1:30 p.m.

September 16, 2009
Summit DD Board Meeting

Weaver Learning Center
Administrative Board Room

5:00 p.m.

September 17, 2009
Southern Center

Employee/Management
Employee Management Meeting

Southern Center
1:30 p.m.

September 18, 2009
Potomac Center Employee Meeting

Potomac Center
1:45 p.m.

September 19, 2009
Yankee Peddler Festival

Gift Gallery Products Available
Clays Park, Canal Fulton

9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

September 19, 2009
BLAST Bowling
Riviera Lanes

W. Market Street, Akron
12:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

330-145-1427

September 20, 2009
Yankee Peddler Festival

Gift Gallery Products Available
Clays Park, Canal Fulton

9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
COACH RECEIVES 
MULTIPLE HONORS

Gene Fitch, Volunteer Head Coach of the Summit County 
Special Olympic Athletic Club accepts 

a recognition certificate from the United Way

The Summit DD Board proudly recognizes Gene Fitch, Volunteer Head Coach of the Sum-
mit Special Olympic Athletic Club (SSOAC) as our 2009 Volunteer of the Year.  On Thurs-
day, April 23, 2009, Coach Fitch was recognized at the United Way 8th Annual Volunteer 
Celebration held at St. Joseph’s Family Center.  Coach Fitch was personally nominated for 
this award by Lee and Debbie Eisinger for his outstanding coaching contributions.  Their 
award submission reads:  As an All-American Swimmer at Akron’s Firestone High School 
during 1980’s, Gene Fitch has a wealth of experience and knowledge to share with his 
swim team and coaching staff.  As volunteer head coach of the SSOAC, Gene manages two 
team practices a week, attends numerous social events planned for the team and encour-
ages and supports the team’s participation in community service events.  This year SSOAC 
organized a Relay for Life Team – Land Laps for Lynne (as opposed to swim laps!) – to sup-
port the mother of two long-time youth volunteers.  Coach Fitch was there to walk laps 
with his team.   He is all about community awareness and advocacy for his athletes.  

Coach Fitch is highly respected throughout the state by other coaches, athletes and meet 
officials.  He freely shares his philosophies of coaching:  each athlete determines his/her 
own goals and aspirations and the coach’s role is to provide the assistance to make those 
goals come true.  Coach Fitch was instrumental in organizing the Brooke McMahan Me-
morial Invitational Meet to honor one of our athletes who passed away suddenly in 2003.  
The 4th annual meet will take place in November for Special Olympic swim teams in Area 
10.  The meet continues to grow each year and Summit County hosted over 100 swimmers 
last year.  Coach Gene uses this opportunity to demonstrate some of his coaching tech-
niques with the other coaches .  

Even though SSOAC team has 32 members, each athlete is treated with respect as an indi-
vidual and allowed to pursue his/her individual goals.  Some athletes are more interested 
in socialization with their peers than competition while others pursue competition at an 
international level. Coach Fitch allows each athlete to write his/her own “contract” with 
their goals and what they need to do to accomplish them.  With these goals defined and 
the encouragement to believe in themselves, athletes are “inspired to aspire”.  On many 
occasions, families have been surprised to learn what strokes they have learned or what 
events their athletes request to swim in a competition.  Coach Fitch isn’t concerned about 
medals but opportunities of growth for his athletes.  Swim meet officials allow our coach-
ing staff to spot a SSOAC swimmer in the pool because they’re diving off the starting 
block, attempting a flip turn or swimming the longer events.  To Coach Fitch, it’s not all 
about winning, but aspiring to be the best you can be.  

Coach Fitch allows his athletes to determine their dreams…respects their dreams and 
helps make their dreams come true.  What more could we ask of a volunteer coach?  Con-
gratulations, Coach Fitch!

Bonnie Binns, Volunteer and Activities Coordinator
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Artisans with Disabilities 
Present Artwork to local 

Courthouse 

Susan Shoemaker presenting one of her paintings to Judge Coates

The new courthouse in Stow is receiving artwork courtesy of artisans from the Summit DD 
Board.  Artisans met Judge Lisa Coates at the courthouse to present their work and receive 
a tour of the courthouse located at 4400 Courthouse Drive in Stow.

Paintings will hang in the halls of the courthouse .  Susan Shoemaker painted two of the 
pictures including one of a waterfall derived from a picture of Brust Park in Munroe Falls 
and the second picture is a portrait of Judge Coates.  The third picture is a donation from 
Summit DD Board’s Tallmadge Center which was a collaboration of more than 40 artists.  It 
is a rendition of the American Flag called “One for All and All for One”.  The name was cho-
sen because of the large collaboration of people and the fact that everyone who wanted 
to participate was able.  Each participant was given a boxed in area to paint so the painting 
was equally divided.  It took the artists a week to complete the project which was painted 
on canvas using acrylic paints.  It brought out interest and new talents from many partici-
pants at the Tallmadge Center who had not previously ventured into the world of art.

Lucky Tisch, Public & Community Relations Manager
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WHAT’S HAPPENING CONTINUED

September 24, 2009
Bath Center

Employee Council Meeting
Bath Center

2:00 p.m.

September 24, 2009
Bath Center

Employee Management Meeting
Bath Center

2:50 p.m.

September 25, 2009
Akron Health & Fitness Expo

Gift Gallery Products Available
John S. Knight Center, Akron

11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

September 26, 2009
Yankee Peddler Festival

Gift Gallery Products Available
Clays Park, Canal Fulton

9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

September 26, 2009
Akron Farmers Market

Gift Gallery Products Available
Lock 3 Park, Akron

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

September 26, 2009
Road Runner Marathon

Gift Gallery Products Available
Canal Park Stadium, Akron

8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

September 27, 2009
Yankee Peddler Festival

Gift Gallery Products Available
Clays Park, Canal Fulton

9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

September 28, 2009
Family Training Series

Provider Selection
Weaver Learning Center
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Registration: 330-634-8791
Information: 330-634-8810

DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  PLEASE 
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT SUMMITMRDD.ORG FOR THE 
MOST  CURRENT LIST OF SUMMIT DD BOARD EVENTS

BE A PART OF SUMMIT DD BOARD
 COMMUNITY AWARENESS EFFORTS 

JOIN THE 
VOLUNTEER TEAM
contact Bonnie Binns 

330-634-8873
bbinns@summitmrdd.org
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Summit DD Board Website 
Gets a New Look

Summit DD Board will get a new look when the agency launches 
its new website, www.summitdd.org, in August.  A team of Summit 
DD Board employees worked with iData Technologies to produce a 
user-friendly website which will enable customers to receive infor-
mation and to provide feedback to the agency.

The dynamic web technology used to produce the agency’s website 
has organized useful information by the audience accessing the site.  
Persons served/families, providers, disability community and the 
public will be able to quickly access information that is most useful.  
A new feature of the website will provide the customer with related 
links to the content that is currently being viewed, reducing guess 
work for our customers.  The website will be continually updated, 
providing customers with current information, forms, and events.  
The website will also be tested by persons served and families prior 
to its launch to ensure it is user-friendly and easy to navigate.

In addition to receiving information online, customers will be able 
to provide feedback to the agency.  The agency recently streamlined 
its customer feedback process to ensure that customer complaints 
are resolved in a timely manner and that customers are notified with 
the resolution.  Summit DD Board welcomes feedback; customers 
can provide complaints, compliments or suggestions online at sum-
mitmrdd.org, by telephone at 330-634-8000, via mail, or in person. 

For more information on the new web design please contact Barb 
Jones at 330-634-8079 or bjones@summitmrdd.org

For more information on the new customer feedback tool, please 
contact Billie Jo David at 330-634- 8073 or bdavid@summitmrdd.org

Billie Jo David, Director of Planning and Performance Excellence
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BARB JONES, SERVICE PROVIDER RELATIONS

PINTER NAMED 
2009 YOUTH 
VOLUNTEER

Michael (Mike) Pinter has been chosen as our 
2009 Youth Volunteer of the Year.  On April 14, 
2009, Mike was recognized at the City of Akron 
and Summit County’s Annual Youth Volunteer 
Celebration in conjunction with 2009 Global 
Youth Service Day held at the Main Library in 
downtown Akron.  Mike, a student at Hoban 
High School and a Tallmadge resident, was 
nominated for this award for his volunteer con-
tributions and leadership at community aware-
ness and special events for our agency.  He sets 
a great example for other young people and for 
our entire community.  Congratulations, Mike!

Bonnie Binns, Public & Community RelationsCOVENTRY CENTER RINGS IN 
SUMMER WITH HAWAIIAN LUAU 

To kick off the summer, the Coventry Center decorated with a Hawaiian Beach theme. The 
theme commenced  with a Hawaiian Luau  luncheon  on May 22nd.  Participants in the Ha-
bilitation group under the direction program specialist Henry Tanski, and assistant Winnie 
Garey, worked on activities throughout May planning the big luau celebration.  Hawaiian 
decorations including surf boards and 8 ft. palm trees were  created, as well as a grass hut 
for the serving the meal. A flowered arbor was constructed for taking pictures of each guest. 
Guests also received hand strung floral and beaded lei’s, a seashell  necklace, and personal-
ized name tags (with their name tranlated in Hawaiian) all of which were made in the very 
creative Habilitation group. Carolyn Jones Butler, production specialist, directed the con-
struction of volcanoes for table centerpieces that bellowed smoke (from dry ice, not lava! ) 

 The lunch consisted of spiral sliced ham subs, Hawaiian fruit cocktails, and fresh pineap-
ple whipped cream cake.  Hawaiian fruit punch was substituted for Mai Thai’s. Production 
specialist Marie Hardaway, substitute Mary Smith along with other staff served the food.

Coventry center participant James Minnick, rocked as the DJ with music from the Beach 
Boys. A film documentary about The Beach Boys was available for viewing.  Cindy Tonk-
ovich and Sara Williams, assistants, conducted hula hoop contests.  Poor Judi Jacobs

CONTINUED TO RIGHT

missed out on all of the fun due to her sched-
uled vacation day (not in Hawaii,  but a good
substitute- Barberton!) Manager Robin Adair, 
dressed in a grass skirt and flowered tank top, 
passed out Hawaiian lei’s before portrait ses-
sions were offered in the arbor.  (He was not 
a pretty sight!)   What a great way to spend a 
Friday afternoon at the Coventry Center. The 
following week we worked off the pounds in 
our Yoga Sessions or Fitness First Class.

Robin Adair, Facility Manager
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